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0  Introduction 

Japan is an earthquake-prone country in 

the world, therefore, has sustained serious 

damage due to earthquakes throughout its 

long history.  The great Kanto Earthquake 

(1923) caused simultaneous outbreaks of 

fire in many places in Tokyo with 

approximately 450,000 buildings being 

destroyed by fire, and some 143,000 

persons dead or missing.  In the Great 

Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake (1995), 104,906 

buildings collapsed, and causing 6,433 

deaths.  It is estimated that 80% of the 

deaths were due to falling building or 

furniture. 

Therefore, it has been one of the main 

concerns in building design to withstand 

earthquakes.  The Japanese Building Code 

has been requiring structural calculation in 

considering seismic force since 1924.  

This is the earliest in the world. 

1  Outline of building standard law in 

Japan 

The building standard law was enacted 

in 1950, and since then has been subjected 

to many revision, in accordance with 

advances in technology and incidents of 

building disasters that have occurred.  The 

purpose of the building standard law is to 

protect the lives and property of the public 

from disasters, such as earthquakes, 

typhoons and fires, and also to maintain 

public health by ensuring environmental 

sanitation. 

The building standard law is a law that 

applies to all buildings throughout Japan.  

However, the standards that it provides for 

are not uniform throughout the country 

because additional standards are 

determined in accordance with regional 

conditions.  The building standard law is 

enforced through administrative procedure, 

and all buildings must confirm to 

requirements determined by the building 

standard law and the documents under the 

law. 

The building standard law is the main 

law relating to the building codes.  But 

there are some other law relating to the 

fields of the building codes.  But there are 

some other laws relating to the fields of the 

building codes and related fields as shown 

in Table 1.  

2  Building code for structural safety 

In the building standard law, the basic 

idea concerning structural safety is that 

structures must be safe against loads and 

external forces, such snow loads, wind pressure, 

and seismic forces.  This is to ensure that: 




